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2 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 

sense of the entire faithfulness, impartiality, and eminent ability with 
which Dr. Lea performed the duties of President during the length- 
ened term of his incumbency. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Academy be hereby tendered to 
Dr. Lea for his most valuable and important services in the capacity 
of President, and for his many other judicious and liberal favors and 
continued and successful exertions for the benefit of this Academy 
and for the advancement of the interests of Science in the United 
States. 



January 19<A. 
Vice-President Vatjx in the Chair. 

Eighteen members present. 

The following was presented for publication : — " Notes of Botanical 
Visits to the lower part of Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land." By Wm. M. Canby. 



January 26th. 

Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Twenty-one members present. 

On report of the respective committees, the following were ordered 
to be published : — 

Description of a new Genus of the Family MELAEIDJS. 

BY ISAAC LEA. 

Genus MESESCHIZA* 

Testa fusiformis, imperforata. Apertura rhomboidea, inferne canaliculata. 
Labrum expansum, in medio excisum. Columella lams, incurvata. Oper- 
culum corneum ad spiram pertinens. 

When I described the genus Trypanostoma,\ I mentioned the importance of 
eliminating as many species as possible from the enormously-extended genus 
Melania. The little shell which I now propose as a new genus has so distinct 
a character in the incision of the middle of the outer lip, as to mark perfectly 
its place in the Melanidee of the United States. It differs entirely in the cha- 
racter of the cut from that in Schizostorna, which has, in all the many species 
I have seen, a more or less deep incision immediately under the suture. The 
living soft parts have not yet been observed. They may, when examined, 
prove to have some characteristics quite different from Schizostorna. 

Meseschiza Gkosvenobii. — Testa Isevi, fusiformi, tenui, obtuse conica, vel 
purpurea vel vittata ; spira obtuse conica ; suturis leviter irapressis.; anfracti- 
bus instar septenis, vix convexis ; apertura magna, rhomboidea, intus plerum- 
que vittata ; labro acuto, in medio leviter exciso ; columella parum iacrassata 
et contoria. 

* Mm, <rx'i"' central fissure, 
f Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences, vol. v. p. 268, and " Obser- 
vations," vol. ix. p. 90. 
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NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. *> 

Operculum ovate, light-brown, rather thin, having several volutions, and 
With the polar point well removed from the left margin. 

Hab. — Wabash River, Indiana, H. 0. Grosvenor. 

Remarks. — I have thirteen specimens of this remarkable shell. Eight of them 
have a well-defined though delicate notch on the edge at or near to the peri- 
phery of the last whorl. Five of the specimens have no notch, which pro- 
bably arises in four of them from not being full grown, and in one from having 
the thin, delicate edge broken off. In all the specimens there is a light line 
Under tie sutures, and some have six or seven brown bands, which are dis- 
tinctly seen on the inside. The channel at the base is small but well defined. 
In outline, this species reminds one of Goniobasis Vauxiana (nobis) and Mela- 
nia (Goniobasis) germana, Anth. It is a thinner shell than either, and the notch 
in the lip removes it from that genus. The aperture is about one-half the 
length of the shell. I have great pleasure in naming this species after Mr. 
Grosvenor, to whom I am greatly indebted for many of our Western Mollusca. 



Descriptions of eleven new Species of Indigenous MELANIDJE. 
BY ISAAC LEA. 

Goniobasis Bmebyensis.* — Testa, plicata, subfusiformi, subtenui, tenebroso- 
oliva, evittata ; spira obtuse conoidea ; sutnris irregulariter impressis ; an- 
fractibus instar senis, planulatis, superne plicatis; apertura grandiuscula, 
subovata, intus eajruleo-alba ; labro acuto, leviter sinuoso ; columella inferne 
parum incrassata et contorta. 

Operculum ovate, dark-brown, with polar point near to the base. 

Hab. — Rocky Creek, head branch of E.nery Run, E. Tennessee, Major S. S. 
Lyon, U. S. E., 

Goniobasis umbonata.— Testa nodulata, subfusiformi, subcrassa, obsolete 
vittata, tenebroso-oliva, ; spira valdd obtusa ; suturis valde impressis ; an- 
fractibus irregulariter umbonatis, subsuturis tumidis, ultimo pergrandi ; aper- 
tura pergrandi, subelliptiea ; labro acuto, leviter sinuoso ; columella superne 
incrassata, inferne subsinuosa. 

Hab,— Smith's Shoals, Cumberland River, E. Tennessee, Major S. S. Lyon, 
U. S. E. 

Be/marks. — This is the fourth species of a natural group which I have de- 
scribed, and which have a large ear-shaped aperture, — -viz.: Melania (Gonio- 
basis) basalts, Midas, gibberosa and now umbonata. If they be not entitled to a 
generic place, they may at least be considered a subgenus, for which I propose 
the name of Eurycselon, from Et/jw, amplus, and Kwlov, cavitas, — the aperture 
being larger than in the Melanidse generally. All the species of Eurycm- 
lon have a callus on the columella above, but not below, as in Lithasia, and 
the base is more or less angular, which is not the case with Anculosa. Those 
which we have considered as varieties of Anculosa prserosa, Say, which have 
an angular base, properly belong, I think, to Eurycselon as well also Anthonyi, 
Redfield, lurbinata, and tintinnabulum (nobis), and some others. When the 

* In my paper on New Melanidse of the United States, published in the Proceedings of the 
Academy, in 1861, and more at large in the Journal, vol. v. and in my Observations, vol. ix. I 
used the names of blanda and Vanuxemii for two new Goniobasi. Having used both name s 
before as Metanix, which now come under the genus Goniobasis, I propose to change blanda into 
versa and Vanuxemii into Prestmiiana, the former, Vanuxemii, having been found at Col. Pres- 
ton's salt works in Western, Virginia. 

Mr. Reeve having published in his " Conchologia loonica" Melania {Goniobasis) Canbyi (nobis) 
tinder the name of " Etowahensis, Lea," prior to my publication of it, the name of Etowahensis 
must be retained for that species. I therefore transfer the name of Canbyi to the species which 
I subsequently published as Etowahensis in the Jour. Acad. Nat. Sci,, vol. v. and '* Observations," 
vol. Ix. pi. 37, fig. 133. 



1834.] 



